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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HALIFA 00236 I6I459Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-OI CIAE-00 
COME-00 DODE-00 EB-08 DOE-15 H-02 INR-IO INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-OI PM-05 ICA-20 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-I5 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 PA-02 /140W 

1I33I7 I6I5I7Z/45 

P I6I325Z MAY 78 
FM AMCONSUL HALIFAX 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2159 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

UNCLAS HALIFAX 0236 

E 0 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EALRENRGCA 

SUBJECT: EASTCAN TO APPLY FOR NFLD OFFSHORE OIL PERMIT 
REF: HALIFAX 0120, HALIFAX 0226 

1. WIRE SERVICE REPORT MAY 13 THAT EASTCAN HAS FINALLY 
ACCEPTED NEED'S OIL AND GAS REGULATIONS AND IS ON VERGE 
OF APPLYING FOR PROVINCIAL DRILLING PERMITS ERRED IN 

A NUMBER OF DETAILS BUT WAS CORRECT IN THE MAIN. INFORMANT 
IN NFLD DEPT OF MINES AND ENERGY TOLD CONOFF MAY 15 THAT 
EASTCAN S APPLICATION WOULD PROBABLY BE SIGNED MAY 16 AND 
WAS 99 PERCENT SURE OF APPROVAL BY PROVINCIAL CABINET 
0/A MAY 18. COMPANY PLANS DRILLING OPERATIONS THIS YEAR 
OFF LABRADOR IF RIG CAN BE OBTAINED. 

2. COMMENT: BRINGING EASTCAN INTO THE FOLD IS SOMETHING 
OF A TRIUMPH FOR PROVINCIAL ENERGY MINISTER BRIAN 
PECKFORD-PARTICULARLY SINCE HE MANAGED IT WITHOUT 
COMPROMISING IN ANY MAJOR SENSE THE NEW PROVINCIAL OIL 
AND GAS REGULATIONS WHICH MADE EASTCAN SO UNHAPPY 
(HALIFAX 0078, 0085, 0097, AND 0114). END COMMENT. 
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